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Every sympathy will be felt for the saint's occasional
flight if many of his visitors were as distracting as the man
who arrived one day leading a saddled mare, which he said
was his wife. He explained that another man, who was
in love with her and had despaired of receiving any response
from the lady, had consulted a sorcerer. He had asked that
the wife should be made unpleasing in the eyes of her husband.
The magician, evidently using the recipe known to Lucian,
did his work so well that when the husband went home he
was surprised to see a woeful-looking mare lying on the
bed.

" Then he lifted up his voice in a sorrowful cry, and he
wept tears, and heaved sighs; and he spake with her, but
she made no reply unto him, and she answered him not
a word."

He took his trouble to the sheik of the village, and after
they had tried the wife with dried grass and a little bread,
both of which she sorrowfully declined, it was suggested that
perhaps the saint should be consulted. The man saddled her
and took her off to the desert. Macarius made short work
of it with holy water and some Korban bread, and sent man
and wife away with an injunction to attend church more
regularly.

A study of Palladius suggests that the hermits were besieged
by the sick and the ailing until the desert resembled a vast
free Harley Street. The greater a saint's reputation for
sanctity, the greater became the number of his visitors; and
no doubt the more difficult he was to find, the more deter-
mined became the searchers.

Palladius is interested only in the miracles attributed to
the Desert Fathers, but if you read him carefully, you come
to the conclusion that many of the visitors were the
ordinary consulting-room characters known to any modern
doctor.

So great became the fame and sanctity of Macarius that the
Desert of Scetis, which had been empty when he went there,
was covered with the cells and the caves of hermits by the
time he died at the age of ninety. Its fame had spread
far beyond the Nile Delta. Pious and curious travellers
arrived in Egypt simply to tour the hermit country and to